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applause only happens at the end of the concert,  

to better hear the musical pieces 

 

 

 

organ solo 
 

Georg Muffat (France, 1653 – Germany, 1704) 

Toccata prima  
 

Johann Heinrich Buttstett (Germany, 1666 - 1727) 

Aria e 12 variations 

 

orchestra solo 

Johann Sebastian Bach (Germany, 1685 – 1750) 

Brandenburg Concert nr 1, in F Major, BWV 1046 

I. Allegro – II. Adagio – III. Allegro 

 

organ and orchestra 
 

Antonio Salieri (Italy, 1750 – Austria, 1825) 

Concerto for organ and orchestra in C major 

I. Allegro, ma non troppo - II. Cantabile - III. Allegro assai 

 

Georg Friedrich Händel (Germany, 1685 – England, 1759) 

Music for the Royal Fireworks, HWV 351 
 

I. Ouverture: Adagio — Allegro — Lentement — Allegro  

II. Bourrée  

III. La Paix: Largo alla siciliana  

IV. La Réjouissance: Allegro 

V. Menuets I and II 

 



Biographies 
 

 

 

 

Tiago Ferreira was born in Porto (b.1985) and began his musical studies at the Escola de 

Música da Igreja da Lapa. He later attended the Silva Monteiro Music Course, where he studied 

piano and composition and received his general musical education. In 2001, he enrolled in the 

Diocesan School of Liturgical Ministries of Porto, where he began his organ studies, and also 

completed the III National Course in Liturgical Music (2003-2006). 

He holds a degree in Sacred Music from the Escola das Artes da Universidade Católica Portuguesa 

and studied organ and improvisation with Giampaolo di Rosa; composition with Eugénio Amorim 

and Nuno Peixoto de Pinho; choir and orchestra conducting with Pedro Monteiro and Cesário 

Costa; and chamber music with Luca Antoniotti. He has given organ masterclasses with Stefan 

Bayer, Luca Antoniotti, Olivier Latry, Daniel Roth, Lionel Rogg, José Uriol, Andreas Arand, Jon 

Laukvik, Monserrat Torrent and Ludger Lohmann. 

He has performed solo in several cities in Portugal, Spain, Germany, the Netherlands, Latvia and 

Italy, and has also been a member of several instrumental and choral groups. 

He was an organ teacher at the IV and V National Course of Liturgical Music – Fátima and at the 

Póvoa de Varzim Music School. 

Between 2011 and 2015, he attended the Masters in Organ Performance and Catholic Sacred 

Music at the Cologne School of Music, Germany, where he studied organ and improvisation with 

Winfried Bönig, and choir and orchestra conducting with Reiner Schuhenn and Robert Göstl. He 

took on the artistic direction of the Porto Cathedral Choir in September 2015 at the invitation of 

its founder, Canon António Ferreira dos Santos. He is currently an organ teacher at the Diocesan 

School of Liturgical Ministries, Porto, and at the Costa Cabral Music Academy, Porto, and at the 

National Course of Liturgical Music, Fátima. Since 2001, he has been the organist of the Great 

Organ of the Lapa Church, Porto. 

 

 



 

Constança Simas completed her Masters in Orchestral Conducting with Distinction at the 

Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama in 2021, under Professor David Jones. She began her 

studies in Lisbon, where she also completed her degree in Orchestral Conducting at the 

Academia Nacional Superior de Orquestra Metropolitana, having studied with Professor Jean-

Marc Burfin. She won several awards for her performance at the College, presented both by the 

institution itself and by the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation in Portugal. In recent years, she has 

made her debuts with numerous orchestras in Portugal, such as the Gulbenkian Orchestra, the 

Algarve Orchestra, the Beiras Philharmonic Orchestra, the Portuguese Pop Orchestra, the 

Northern Orchestra, the Orquestra sem Fronteiras and the Centro Classical Orchestra. This year, 

she returns to the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain (NYO) to conduct the NYO Open 

programme. In 2023/2024, she was Associate Conductor, conducting both NYO and NYO Inspire, 

in the Spring, Summer and Autumn programmes, with tours throughout the UK. In 2023/2024, 

she held the position of Conductor and Coordinator of the Zohra Orchestra, responsible for 

teaching orchestral conducting to young Afghan women. 

Internationally, she conducted the European Doctors Orchestra at the Glasshouse in Newcastle 

in 2024, and also made her debut with the Southbank Sinfonia in London. She has served as 

assistant conductor on several productions with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales; the Welsh 

National Opera; the Royal Northern Sinfonia and the Orquestra Metropolitana de Lisboa. At the 

Teatro Rivoli in Porto, she was music director of the opera Lugar Comum by Sofia Sousa Rocha 

and the Quarteto Contratempus, which premiered in November 2022. As a participant in the 

WoCo Gateshead 2022-24 programme, she occasionally conducts the Royal Northern Sinfonia 

and has also been mentored by Marin Alsop as part of the Taki Alsop Conducting Fellowship. In 

2021/2022, she was resident conductor of the Young Women Opera Makers at the Académie du 

Festival Aix-en-Provence and a fellow in the Georgia Symphony Orchestra programme in Atlanta. 

Constança is proactive in creating concerts with messages and concepts relevant to today's 

world, having premiered works by Portuguese composers and produced shows focused on 

reaching more diverse audiences. As part of this mission, she also directed concerts for the 

Marathons with the Pocket Orchestra of the Orchestra without Borders in June 2023, and will 

perform this program again in May 2025. 

 



 

 

The Braga District Chamber Orchestra was established in 1992. On that date, a small 

group of people challenged by Maestro António Baptista, a professor of ensemble classes at the 

Calouste Gulbenkian Conservatory of Music in Braga, started this musical group from Braga. 

For 30 years, the Braga District Chamber Orchestra carried out regular activities, especially in the 

early years, when it held numerous concerts, performing a varied repertoire, often with the 

participation of a choir. 

After a period of hiatus, the project was resumed in 2021, with Maestro António Baptista being 

acclaimed as Honorary Conductor. In 2022, the new orchestra will resume its activities, which 

will also coincide with the first performance of the new choral project. Several concerts were 

held, with highlights including the premiere of the works by composer Joaquim dos Santos 

“Passio et Mors Domini Nostri Jesu Christi Secundum Lucam” and by composer Sofia Sousa 

Rocha “Caminhos – dor, luz e esperança”, as well as the presentation of Gabriel Fauré’s 

“Requiem”, “Missa Brevis Sancti Joannis Deo” by J. Haydn, “Música Aquatica” by G. F. Haendel at 

the 9th Braga International Organ Festival, and the 3rd and 5th Symphonies by L. V. Beethoven, 

among other works. 

A project is currently underway to recover, transcribe and present scores deposited in the archive 

of the Braga Conciliar Seminary, with emphasis on the presentation of the work “Miserere” by 

João Evangelista Pereira da Costa and instrumentation by J. Casimiro Júnior, which is part of the 

2024 Holy Week program at the Braga Cathedral. 

In addition to conductor António Baptista, the Braga District Orchestra has been conducted by 

notable conductors such as Adailton Pupia (Brazil), David Rahn (Venezuela), Florin Totan 

(Romania), German Cáceres (El Salvador), and Paul Phillips (USA), as well as Diogo Costa, Inês 

Teixeira, Jan Wierzba, and José Eduardo Gomes, and has also performed with numerous soloists. 

The orchestra does not have a principal conductor, but has the artistic co-direction of conductor 

Diogo Costa and conductor Inês Teixeira. 

 

www.orquestradistritobraga.pt 


